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Cole gum MagdalenzAc ad.Cantabr. 


TO HIS 


Much Honoured and Dearly Beloved 


Brother, Joun LovincTton Eſq; 
High Sherift of the County of Lincoln. 


Dearly Beloved Brother, 


. Hough 1 have ever been deſirous to avoid 
do, A all Occaſions of publick appearance, yet 
PS when your | ns required, I did immedi- 
8 ately and chearfully undertake this Service 3 
chooſing rather to expoſe my abilities for 
— performance to cenſure, then to give the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of any unwillingneſs to ſerve you. Nor was it 
onely my great affeFion to you, and your great kindneſsto 
me, that did move me Lereto( though either of theſe con« 
ſtderations, had been prevalent with me, ) but that great 
relpeF and love, which T have for many gears obſerved 
you to bear unto the Orthodox and Loyal Clergy. And be- 
ing encouraged by the Approbation this Sermon had from ma- 
2y padicious ad worthy perſons of that Honorable and great 
Aſſembly to which it was _—_—_ to make it yet more pub- 
licks, the ſame reaſons which movea me to undertake the 
compoſing and preaching of it, do alſo dire and determine 
me in the Dedication of it, | 
1have in this diſcourſe endeavonred to give the Magiſtrate 
his due Honour, and that happy Government, «nder which 
we of this kingdom. live, it's due Encomium. Ton have, in 
the late times of trial, by your ſuffering the plunder of your 
Eſtate, and the evil intreating - impriſoging of your Per- 
2 on, 
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The Epiftle Dedicat 
ſon, manifeſted your eſteem of, and loyalty to, that Govern- 
went, which then was maſt ; ingurionſly (to ſay no worſe 
affronted and ſpurned 4t,” bht if now happily reſtored and 
eſtabliſbed . wiltytherefore ( I preſume ) be ready to 
Countenance ang attempt, t at is made, for the further ad- 
vancing of _ you. have ſuffered ſo much, to preſerve and 
maintdin, 1 mention your Loyalty, not onely to repreſent 
y0u a fit. perjon 3o'n the Patronage of 4 diſcourſe 
of this nature, but alſo to perpetuate the memory of it, to the 
deſerved Praiſe, of your ſelf, and thoſe meny other worthy 
perſons in wham it was found. For though, that now, 
through the mercy of God to this Kingdom, his Majeſtie 
having power. reſtored td him, both to command and reward 
obedience, it is uh ſpect Commendation to any Perſon to be 
2 dutifyl and loyal Subje@ , yet then was it ſignally praiſe- 
worthy, to dare to be Loyal, when, ſo to be, had ſuch 
drea fal effects attending upon it , 

' That Almighty God would bleſs you in your Perſon, in all 
your Relations, and in all your Concerns, is the hearty deſire 
and earneſt Prayer of 


Welby. | Tour moſt afſeTionate and 
Tune. 27. 1674+ wueh obliged Brother, 


Tho. Lodington: 


AN 


Aſlize-Sermon. 
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Plal. 82. 6, 7. 


[ hawe ſaid, ye are Gods: andall of you are Chil- 
dren of the moſt High. 
But ye ſhall die like men, and fall like one of the 


Princes. 


AN, by reaſon of his diſcurſive Fa- 
culty, and that way peculiar to him- 
ſelf, of communicating the Concepti- 
ons of his mind by ſpeech, doth natu- 
rally delire Society : And fince Sin and 
Luſt have depraved his nature, and Sa- 
ran hath ſo inlarged his Empire inthe 
World, that He that departeth from evil 
maketh himſelf a prey, as the Prophet ſpeaks, which the 
Punick Proverb thus exprefleth, niſi luprs 5s, Inporum pre- 
dam te eſſe oportet ; this natural defire is turned into ab- 
ſolute neceſlity ; that good men, who cannot admit of that 
B 
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way of ſecuring themſelves, by joyning themſelves into- 
the combinations of evil doers, may enter into mutual 
alſociations and confederacies among themſelves, the 
only lawful and availing means to- preſerve themſelves 
from rapine and violence. 

This natural propexſity toit, and that great neoeſſet for 
it, made the Hebrews to expreſs their deſire of ſociety 
by that Catholick ſaying, Aut ſocietas, aut mors. 

Societies cannot be framed, much leſs eſtabliſhed and 
Preſerved without Government ; and that muſt be fertled 
upon certain Rules and Laws,and be mannaged by them. 
To this is required, that there be certain perſons quallified 
and authorized to: enaft Laws, and to-execute the ſame. 
Theſe are Magiſtrates, whom God, the ſupreme Lord, 
hath exalted and ordained to be his Vicegerents in this 
lower World,to act by his authority, and according to his 
will, in governing the world in righteouſneſs and peace. 
To this end God hath armed them with a Sword, to- 
put the Laws in Execution, that they may be, not only 
wholeſome Rules. to direct unto all good Converſation, 
ſuch as ſhall think good to make uſe of them ; but power- 
fal Commands to require obedience from all ſorts of per- 
ſons, and to inflict due puniſhment upon the diſobedient. 

And to fignifie to the World, what honour God hath 
given to Magiſtrates,and what ſervice he requires at their 
hands, he hath called them by his own ame, ſet them 
on his own Throne, and armed them with his own Power. 
I, have ſaid, ye are Gods, and all of you are Children of 
the moſ# High: But ye ſhall die like men, and fall like one 
of the Princes. 

The People of Lyſira, when they had beheld the per- 
ſans of Paxl and Barnabas, and ſeen the kindneſs done. 
them, in the miraculous cure of their impotent neighbour, 
lifted, 
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lifted up their voices, ſaying, The Gods are come down to 
#4 in the likeneſs of men, 

When we behold the perſonsof our 24agiſtrates, and 
ſee the happy effeqs of their government, that every 
man fits under his own Vine,and under his ownFig-tree in 
peace, and is preſerved in his juſt rights, religious and ci- 
vil, we may ſay of them, The Gods are come down to 
#5 in the likeneſs of men: Orin the Phraſe of the Text, 
Though as to their perſons they are Mey, yet inre- 
ſpect of their office, they are deſervedly reputed Gods, 
ſeeing they are ſo (tiled by God himſelf, and have thoſe 
bleſlings to diſpence to us from God, of which God 
alone 1s the diſpoſer. 

In the Text there are two Gemeral Parts. 

1. The high Hoxowr, great Anthority and Power of the 
Magiſtrates,declared and avouched under that moſt fplen- 
did and magnificent Title given untothem by God him- 
ſelf, I have ſaid, ye are Gods, and all of you are Children 
of the moſt High. 

2. Their infirmity and low condition, in reſpetof their 
nature. Though they are Gods by office, yet they remain 
men (till by nature, and are of the ſame mortal frame as 
they were, and as other men are. But ye ſhall die hike 
men, and fall like one of the Prixces, Their advancement 
to the ame and office of God, doth not diveſt them of 
the nature of man. Their fitting upon an Farthly Tribu- 
zal, to give ſentence upon mez, and their cauſes, doth not 
priviledge them from ſtanding at a Higher Tribunal to re- 
ceive a ſentence from God upon themſetves. 

The Diſcretive, z3xt, limits the Title given in the for- 
mer verſe. The Chaldee Paraphrajereadsthe wholeText in 
a lower ſtrain. Thus the Latine verſion, Yelut Angel, 
vos eſt;s reputati, A double allay inthe ſtile; inſtead of 
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Gods they are called Angels 3 and inſtead of their being, 
they are but reputea Angels. Attamen in veritate, (i- 
cit homines moriemini, Though you are in reputation 
Angels.immortal creatures, not obnox1ous unto death; yet 
in reality and truth, you are wer, and (hall die like mer: 
57189 like Plebeians, men of loweſt quality, and frail- 
elt nature, who- have the leſt helps to preſerve life and 
prevent death. 

Ego dixeram Deos eſſe vos : nunc autem ſicut homines mori- 
emini: thus the Syriack 1s rendred. God ſeemsto revoke 
his large Commiſſion given to Magiſtrates, and to take a- 
way the Honour he had beſtowed on them, upon ſuppoſal 
of their male adminiſtration of Government ; and becauſe 
they donotlive and act like Gods, he will now have them 
todie like mer, 

The like revocation, as thts ſeems to be, God makes 
of his gracious Grant to Eli, concerning the ſucceſſion of 
his Family in the Pricſt's office, 1. Sam. 2. 30. T ſaid in- 
deed that thy Houſe and the Houſe of thy Father ſhould walk 
before me for ever : but now the Lord ſaith, be it far from 
we, for them that honour me 1will honour, and they that de- 

ſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. And likewiſe to King Saul, 
concerning the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom in his Houſe. 
I. Sam. 13. 14. But now thy kingdom ſhall not continue. 

ButI do not take the latter verſe to be a repeal of. the 

law in theformer, which conſtitutes Magiſtrates, Gods; 
but anTnterpretation and reſirid&ion of it, how farand in 
what ſence they are to be ſo taken. 

And thus the-moſt wiſe and gracious God knowing 
that the ſacred Ordinance of the MagiStracy will be 
ſpurned at, and the perſons of Magiſtrates affronted, as 
King Savl was, by men of Belial, he provides for their ſe- 
curity, by giving them ſuch a Title, and ſuch a Power, as 
s abletoſetthem above the reach of all attempts. 

The 
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The Crown of thorns ſet upon the head of Chriſt, was 
done in mockery by the Souldiers, as if ſuch a Crown 
were good enough for him, whoin their eſteem was a per- 
ſon of low degree, and had no other Title to a Kingdom 
than a bold pretence ; and fitteſt for him who was going 
toſuffera painful and ignominious death. Yet is it a Hic- 
roglyphick of the cares, troubles, and dangers that at- 
tend Crowns; which, foreſeen and conſidered, are able 
tocauſe wiſe men to refuſe the office of a Ruler, and to 
ſay asthe Treesin the Parable, Judg. 9. Should 1 leave 
my fatneſs, Should I forſake my ſweetneſs, Should T leave 
my wine, and go to be promoted over the Trees ? 

Therefore to incourage ſuch Perſons, whom in his pro- 
vidence he calls tolitat the Stern, to undertake govern- 
ment, and to ſtrengthen their hands toit; and alſo to caſt 
an awful regard both of their Perſons and Commands up: 
or. all men, God puts upon them the name of himſeif, 
Who is the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. 

Again on the other hand, God knowing how apt the 
corrupt nature of man is toadvance too high, under great 
Titles, and to abule great Truſt unto ations unworthy of 
their place; He gives timely check to ſuch high towring 
thoughts, he puts his own conſtruction upon his own 
n—_ and ſets limits to that his large Pattert, by which 
he conferrs uwch great Honour and Command upon 
them, Buz ye ſpall die like men. 

1. That Magiſtrates, whom God 1s pleaſed thus highly 
to honour, may in the Pſalmilt's phraſe, Be pat in fear, and 
may know themſelves to be but men, and may conlider, 
that though their office be great, their imployment ho- 
nourable,: their abilities for diſcharge eminent, yet they 
are not adyanced out of the rank of men, nor exempted 
from . 
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from that law whichall men are under, Heb. 9. 27. It js ap- 
pointed unto all men once to dye, but after this the judgment. 
No circumſtance of Title, Place,Truſt, or Ability,will ſet any 
any above the reach of that Law of Nature and Decree of 
God. That ſo when they come to lay down their great Of- 
fice with their frail nature, this may be ſaid to their honour 
11 their Funeral. Orations, which Pliny in his Paregyrick 
fays of the Emperour Trajan, non minus hominemfe eſſe, 
quam hominibus preeſſe, meminit : That he himſelf was a 
714n, was no leſs in bis thoughts, than that he was a Prince 
over men. 

2, That People may know what Hononr and what Obe- 
dience to give their Magiſtrates. Render to all their due : 
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour, 

As well what, asto whozr. 1s to be conſidered. 

We muſt honour and obey Magiſtrates, as ern, whom 
God hath honoured, and will have us to honour ; Aer. 
called by the name of God, inveſted with his authority : 
but yet remaining ez ſtill, and therefore muſt not be ado- 
redas God, and obeyed with active obedience as God 
himſelf in all Commands whatſoever. 

We muſt not Idolize men, and from a Senſe of the 
high merit of able and faithful Rulers, advance them high- 
er in our hearts, then God hath preſented them before us. 
On this account came into the World moſt of the Hea- 
theniſh Idolatry : Thoſe ancient Heroes, who by their cle- 
mency, magnanimity, and Victorious ſucceſs, did famous 
a&ts for the delivering, preſerving, and enriching their 
People, were by them, partly out of gratitude to ſuch no- 
ble benefactors, partly to recommend their Virtues tothe 
imitation of ſucceeding Princes, exalted to the ſtyle of 
Gods. And ſome victorious Kings, lifting up themſelves 
upon the high thoughts of their ſucceſles and enlargments 

of 
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of dominion, have affected the Title and Worſhip of 
Gods. 

I ſhall confine my ſelf to the Firſt General part, and 
therein obſerve Three Particulars. 

1. Whoitis that ſpeaks: T have ſaid, The Pronoun 
Ego hath no /ower reference than tothe moſt High God, 
He hath ſaid, who may beſt, even God, who hath a natu- 
ral Soveraignty over all Creatures by rizht of Creation. 

2. To whom doth God ſpeak: Te. As the former Pro- 
noun relates to the Greateſ# in Heaven, fo thisto the 
Greateſt on Earth. God the ſupreme Lord ſpeaks to Ma- 
giſtrates his Vicegerents. 

3. What is ſpoken by God of Magiſtrates, Great ho- 
nour is given tothem; they are 1ntruſted and imployed 
in the great affaires of the World. 

T have ſaid, that ye are Gods, and all of you are Children 
of the moſt High. 

All things Concurr to put a ſpecial remark upon the 
whole matter, Magna vis in hoc Pronomine Feo, But 
when every word is Emphatical, there muſt be a great 
force in the ſaying tocommand our attentions : when the 
great God ſpeaks great things to the great men of the 
Earth, great notice 1s tobe taken of what is ſaid. 

1. Of the Firſt Particular : I have ſaid. To prove 
that it is God, who here ſpeaks, I ſhall produce one Ar- 
thentick teſtimony, which alone 1s ſo ſufficient proofthar 
it might ſuperſede all other. It is that of the Son of God, 
Joh. 10. 34, 35+ Jeſus anſwered them, is it not written 
in your Law, T ſaid ye are Gods, If he called them God's — 
If God called them God's — 1o the Perſian tranflation 
reads it. Thus the Latin verſion, $i de ejs loquens, ad quos 

ſermo fans eſt, Deus illos Deos dixit. 


To 
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To ſtrengthen the reputation of this verſion, I ſhall 
mention a place inthe Law, where God calls Magiſtrates 
Gods, Exod. 22. 28. Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor 
Curſe the Ruler of thy People. Idem bis diFum: the lat- 
ter Clauſe is Exegetical, and puts a conſtruction upon the 
former: Aulers are called Gods. 

T have made bhee aGotd to Pharaoh, Exod 7. 1. Thus 
God ſpeaks expreſsly to Moſes whom he intended to make 
his Captain General to bring Iſrael his People out of E- 
gypt, and his YVice-Roy to govern them, 

I have made thee a Prince to Pharaob ; Thave madethee 
a Lord in the buſineſs of Pharaoh; (ſo the Eaſtern Lan- 
guageread. it. And that he might not want a meet Atten- 
dant of a 650d, God appoints Moſes a Prophet 5 Aaron thy 
Brother ſhall be thy Prophet. 

So knowna thing was it to the People of Iſrael, that 
God did call Rxlers by the name of God's, that they them- 
ſelves alſo called them by the ſame name, Exod. 32. 1. 
When the People ſaw that Moſes delayed to come down —— 
they ſaid to Aaron, Up, make us Gods, which ſhall goe before 


45s :$@Cas for this Moſes, the man that brought us up out of 


the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him, They 
do not fay ( as the learned Rabbins obſerve ) make us 
Gods, whom we may worſhip, but, Gods which may goe be- 
fore us. . 

They asked a Captain and a Governor that might rule 
over themin Military and Civil affaires, For whatſoe- 
ver they asked, it was to ſupply the abſence of Moſes 3 
but him they never had for a God, but asa Princeand a 
Captarne. 

And St. Jerome gives this Etymology of the name of 
Samnel "8 aw nomenejus Deus, tofignifie, that he, who 
by his mother was dedicated to Gad, to ſerve him in - wn 
Taber- 
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Tabernacle, was deſigned by God, to (crve him in the State, 
as Judge over Iſrael. 

God hath ſaid. 

1. Then there isa Truth and Reality in the thing, It 18 
not a Complement pailed upon Magiſtrates, aſcribing that 
to them that doth no way belong to them; what God fays 
they are, that they are. DiFum fadnme: with God nv 
ſooner ſaid but done. The whole World was made by 
the word of God, He ſpake the word, and it was done, 
Pfal. 33. 9. It's ſoin his Ordinances ; God, in calling 
Magiſtrates Gods, doth thereby conſtitute them ſuch ; He 
advances them above the condition of the other men, 
and doth thereby aſſociate them with himſelf in the Go- 
vernment of the World ; and authorize them to be, and 
to act as Gods. 

2. A Candid Conſtru&jon mult be given tothe ſtile : 
For he that ſayes of Magiſtrates, Te are Gods, ſayes elle- 
where, Beſides himſelf there is no God. And 'tis the firlt 
Commandment in the Law of God, That we have no other 
Gods before him, Sounleſs that an Interpretation and Re- 
ftriction be put upon the Text, we ſhall be caſt upon the 
blaſphemous miſtake of Afurcion, who obſcrving God to 
Command his People to reſt on the Sabbath day, and 
at the Seige of Jerichoto goe round aboutthe City Se- 
ven days together, one of which muſt needs be the Sab- 
bathz he accuſeth God of inconſtancy in his will, and 
inconſiſtency in his Commands. Judeis fixit legerr, 
201 fibi ipft, ſo Tertullian anſwered him ;, and fomuſt we 
our ſelves : He who reſtraines us from making to our ſelves 
any other Gods,doth not reſtraine Himſelf from ſetting ſuch 
= us, who ſhall be as Gods, tous, and honoured as ſuch 

Y Us. 
3. God hath ſaid 3 Therefore is there an anſwerable 
C Expccta- 
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Expectation in him, that Magiſtrates be what he hath 
made them ; and carry themſelves worthy of their ſtile: 
that they execute Juſticeand Judgment in that Sincerity 
and Conſtancy, as God himſelf would doe, did he govern 
the world by his own immediate voice. 

The like Expectation hath God from the People, that 
they reverence, fear, love their Governors, and be obe- 
dient to them, aFively in all lawful Commands, and Paſ- 
freely in all other ; conſidering whoſe Name they bear, 
and whoſe Authority they have. 

2. To whom: Matiſtrates, The Scope of the Plalm 
evinces this, which ſhews, that Order and Government 15 of 
God : Magiſtracy is his Ordinance: Aagiſtrates are by 
him deſigned and advanced to their office, God is pre- 
ſent with them, to obſerve, afſliſt, and proſper them; to 
puniſh their Miſcarriages, and to reward their faithful Ser- 
VICES. 

3. What is ſpoken, Te are Gods, and all of you are Chil- 
dren of the moſt High. Gods * 

1. Not Eſſentially ſuch. Not Gods of the ſame infinite 
Nature and Excellency with the Lord Jehovah, the 
God that calls them Gods. The Redemption of the World 
was a work of that difficulty, and ſoplealing unto God, 
that the glorious Perſon employed in it, is God indeed, 
in the Literal ſence, without a Metaphor; The God of 
Heaven did then come down to the Earth, and dwelt a- 

mongſt men, in the likeneſs of man. 

The Gorernment of the World, though a great and 
difficult worktoo, 1sexecuted and mannaged, not by God 
made Mar, but by mer made Gods. But to theſe we 
may ſuppoſe God ſpeaking, as Pharao did to Foſeph, 
whom he made Rulerover all the land of Egyptz Accor- 
ding to thy word ſhall all my People be Ruled ;, only in the 


throne 
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throne will 1 be greater then thou, Gen. 41. 45. God 
doth not deliver up his Soveraignty to them, nor etvide jt 
with them. 2/agiſtrates canrot aliumetothemiclves, what 
the flattering Pect £1\ES unto C#ſur, Ditiji mt 1% fering? 
cum Jove Ceſar kabet. Abſolute Soveraignty is tog much 
for the nobleſt- Creature to receive, and for the welt bunn- 
tiful God to give. Its inconſiſtent with the Urity and 7.:- 
finiteneſs of God's nature toconſtitute offer Gon's 117 tits 
ſence. God advances no Creature fo High. nor crarific+ 
any Service ſo much, as, with Herod, to promiic to the 
half of his Kingdom. 

2, Nor fiditions, imaginary, precarious Cicls, that 
have no other Deity,then what their fond worſhip; ers do 
falſely aſcribe to them. 7dol! Geds are Grd's of wer's ra- 
king, the Gods of the Text are Gods of Co's making : 
as the word in the former lence carried the Tit/e too High, 
to be given to any mortal man, ſo in th7-, it Jayes it too 
low, toapply to ſuch excellent and uſctul perlons as 27aci- 
ſtrates are. 

3. But Gods conſtituted and orlained by God, ſubſti- 
ruted under him, to act for him in governing the World. 
Vice-Gods, repreſenting the Perſon and Majeſty of the 
true God, inveſted with his Authority, and doing his of- 
fice, in giving Laws to men, and Executing the ſame, to 
maintain Order, Juſtice, Equity, and Peace among men. 
Dii, non propter ſ»cictatem nature, ſed dignitatem officii, 
Gods Vice-Gerents, his Lievtenants, whom he hath call- 
ed by his own Namz.and (ct on his own Seat, The Afagi- 
ſtrate is, as Theodoret ſays of Chrijt, exalted to the right 
hand of God, Sz%&G, Dco faGur, made Co-afleiior 
with God in the throne of judgment. And as Chriſt 
grants to the Saints, who are made Kings and Prieſts unto 
God, to ſit on þ75 throne, and with him to judge theWor!d 

G 2 at 


72 An Aſſrze-Sermon, &Cc. 


at the laſt great Aſſzzer; ſo doth God take Magiſtrates 
into fellowſhip of government with himſelf, and ſers 
themon his throne in theſe lower Courts of Juſtice, that 
they may with him and for him, judge the World in 
| Righteouſneſs, 

Fhus Solomon is faid to (it on the Throne of the Lord, 
&s King, inſtead of David his Father , 1 Chron. 29. 23. 
*Edtoxz Upliy Tiv wiv Thy iu v, x) Thy TZty, x; Thy #AMwv, Os wy us nel- 
12/1G+ xclrdle F aebr. Thus Juſtin Martyr. Thave given you 
my own Honour, my own Place, my own Name; there- 
fore do you judge the People, as I my ſelf would judge 
them. *Yawins e3, the Servant of God, ſo the Magiſtrate is 
called by Plutarch; and by St. Pal, '4:4.»1@ eg, Rom.13. 
He is the Miniſter of God to thee — which Title doth not 
only maintain the Honour, and keep inviolable the So- 
veraignity of God, but alſo adorns, and adds to the 
Royal Titles of the greateft Monarchs on Earth. Nor is 
itthe piety of Chriftian Kings only, which accounts it 
their greateſt honour to be the Servants of God in go- 
verning the World, but the Policy of all a, toglory 
in this, that they receive their Authority from God. 
Numa Pompilizs one of the firſt Kings of that, after- 
wards, flouriſhing and vioriousCity Kome, laid the foun- 
dation of its greatneſs, in poſlefiing the People of this 
perſwaſion, that he received: Laws immediately from 


heaven. 
Thave ſaid ye are Gods, —— And all of you are Chil- 


dren of the moſt High. 

Here's no accumulation of Titles, upon Azagiſtrates, 
but an Embelliſhment of the former. 

To be called Gods, is ſo magnificent and comprehen- 
Gve a Title, that it needs none, nor admits any other, 


ta follow it. This latter Clauſe of the verſeis Exege:- 
( al 
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cal, and further declares the ſence of the former. And 
where there is a Reduplication of Expreſſion, and more 
wordsare uſed to repreſent the fame thing, it puts a grea- 
ter remark upon what is ſpoken. R 

I. AsChildren, aſſociated with God in the Government 
of the World; as fome of the Emperours took in their 
Sons to be their Colleagues in the Empire. 

2. Dear unto God, as Children, whom he will protect, 
defend, and guide, while they, by his appointment, are 
employed for the proteCtion, defence, and Government, 
of his People. 

3. Made like unto God as Children ;, not only, as they 
are through the dignation of God, made like him in Ho- 
nour, Majeſty and Authority ; but in Wiſdome, Magna- 
nimity, Clemency, and other abilities for Government. 
"Eulvx@® iuwr 283, The lively image of God; fo the Magi- 
ſtrateis called in reſpect of accompliſhments for govern- 
ment. 

The Images of the Heathen, conſecrated by their Prieſ#s, 
were bclieved to be Enlivened by Thoſe whoſe Images 
they were, and ſo were worlhiped as gods. Magiſtrates 
made Twtelar gods tous, to defend and govern us, are ac- 
compliſhed and fitted by God, whoſe Image they bear, 
for the Service they are appointed to. God gives Sal 
another heart, 1 Sam. 10. 9. Cor aptius ad regendum Ci- 
ves. Tharaoh diſcernes in Joſeph the Spirit of God; the 
Spirit of a Magiſtrate. God beſtows on Solomon, Wiſ- 
dom and Royal Majeſty, 1 Chron. 29. 15. 

Vos Omnes And all of you. What 1s ſaid Indefinite- 
ly before, is now expreſſed Vniverſally, made to concern 
All Magiſtrates, as well Subordinate as Supreme, both in 
the priviledges and obligations of the Grant. Sothathe 


that ſits in the /owef? ſeat of Judicature, muſt know him- 
(;.1£ 
4VH) 
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ſelf aſſociated with God in Government, and obliged to 
act as God and for Godin his place. Having thus ſhewed 
in waat fence this great name, put upon Magiſtrates, is 
to be taken : I thall now (hew in what reſpe@s it 1s appli- 
cable tothem,and wherein ſtands the 4nalogy betwixt their 
Office, and their Title, 

M1giitrates may be truly called gods, in reſped of, 

1, Their znlimited Authority. 

2, Their mighty Power, 

3. The UVnacconntableneſs of their actions. 

4. The Peoples neceſſary. Subjeion. 

To make good thele Particulars I muſt premiſe Three 
things. 1. That Magiſtrates be taken Colle&ively, and in 
a complex ſence, for the whole order of Magiſtrates, 
ſupreme and ſubordinate. 2. That God's Soveraignty 
be reſerved to him Entire. 3. That what Compariſon is 
made, may ſtand betwixt the Magiſtrateand the Subject. 
Theſe ſuppoſed : The Magiſtrate hath ſuch Authority 
within his Dominion, as none can ſet bounds to ; The 
Legiſlative Power has no reſtraint, ſaving what it puts up- 
on it ſelf, but may enact what Laws it pleaſes for the well 
governing and protecting the People. 

And as none can controll the Authority of the Magi- 
ſtrate, ſo none can reſiſt his Power, There is a kind of 
Almighty power in his hand. The Poſſe Comitatus is 
great, but the Poſſe Regr 1s far greater, having no Comr- 
petitor, to compare with it, nor Adverſe Power to oppoſe 
it. The whole force of the Kingdom, Military and Ci- 
vil, is of right lodged in the Magiſtrate, Reſiſtance is not 
only impioxs, being expreſsly againſt the Ordinance of 
God, but imprudent too, for it certainly makes men vb- 
noxious to cternal puniſhment ; for ſothe Apoſtle ſays, 
They dhat reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation; and 

it 
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and it doth almoſt as certainly expoſe men to temporal pu- 
niſhments; for ſeditious practices are rarely proſperous, 
and if they be, thoſe ſeldom hold that power long which 
they wickedly wreſt out of the2agiſtrates hand: and then 
they fall under his juſtly incenſed wrath. 

But ſuppoſing the ſubordinate A/2giſtrate not wanting 
to the Syprexe, either in diligence, fidelity, or courage, 
there 1s 'carce a poſſebility, much lefs a probability , of re- 
fiſting the Power with ſuccels, 

Nor can any call the Magiſtrate to account for his car- 
riage in his office, The ſubordinate Maziſtrates owe an 
account to the ſupreme. and the ſuprexre to Gol Almijeh- 
ty, who alone is his fupcrior. To take an account 13 
an aft of Authority; the Subject therefore having no 
Authority over the Magiſtrate, cannot exa&t of him an 
account of his government. Ihere the word of a King is 
therc is power, and who may ſay to hint, wl at doit thou > 
Eccl. 8. 4. Dei, non ſubditorum judicioet cenſure 00N0Xius 
ejf,is a good gloſs upon the place, To affhrm this, is not 
to abandon Religion, Liberty, and Property, to tyranny 
and oppreſſion: for the 1agiſtrateis tycd up by Law how 

to govern,and by Oath to govern accorcing to Law, And 
though the ſupreme Viagiltrate owe an account ro none 
but God, yet ſecing he aftsby tubordinate Powers, and 
one ſubordinate Power may call another to account be- 
fore the ſupreme, all 151n ſafe condition. And that which 
adds to our ſecurity under Chriſtian 1/1giſtrates is this, 
that they account 1t the greateſt obligation to diſcharec 
themſelves worthily in thcir place,that they (tand accoun- 
table to God, the righteous judge, who has intruſted 
them in the great affaires of Government, 
Laſtly, The People's neceſſary /rbject ion doth yet bring 
the 1agiſtrateto 2 ncarer reſemblance of God. Te -_ 
Needs 
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needs be ſubjeF, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
ſake 5 Rom. 13. 5. St. Paul prefleth ſubjection to the 
. Magiſtrate upon a double principle, his Juſt Authority 
.and his ighty power, The SubjeF owes obedience to the 
Magiſtrate; a&ive obedience where his commandsare /aw- 
ful, that is, not contrary tothe commands of God : 0- 
therwile it is not to be paid 3 That matter has been de- 
termined in a full Council of the Apoſtles, Acts. 5. 29. 
Then Peter and the other Apoſties, anſwered and ſaid, We 
ought to obey God rather then men. And the Equity of 
thething ſeemed to them ſo great, that they dared to ap- 
peal to their adverſaries in it, Acts. 4. 19. Whether it 
be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you more than 
anto God, judge ye, The Commands of a Subordinate 
power cannot prejudice the Authority, nor evacuate 
the Commands of the S»preme : and ſuchare all earthly 
powers in reſpet of God's 3 and therefore muſt the com- 
mands of God ſtand valid, however of pugned by any 
Commands of men, 

\.Paſſzve obedience isto be paid where AFive cannot, 
Where the Magiſirate's Commands are thought tobe, or 
indeed are, lawful, there mult be a ſilent, patient yeild- 
ing tothem ; ſo far, as to bear quietly ſuch puniſhment as 
ſhall be inflicted for default of AFive obedience. 

Theſe Prerogatives annexed to his office do draw the 
Magiſtrate ſo near to God, that heis pleaſed to honour 
him with his own Nazze. 

Having now paſled through the ſeveral Particulars of 
the Text, let us make ſome refſeFio» upon the whole 
matter; and 

_ I. Give glory to God, and Congratulate our own hap- 
pineſs, that we liveunder the kind and benevolent influ- 
ences of ſuch ferreſtrial gods, as are able and willing to de- 

tend 
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fend and protect us, and to diſpenſe tous the beſt adyan: 
tages of Government. 

Government has been found bereficial and neceſſary by 
experience of all ages; but what kd of Governmentis 
beſt, has been hotly diſputed both by Sword and Pex ; 
Some liking, others diſliking that moſt, which themſelves 
were under. The happy Government we of this King- 
dom are under, gives an inſtance, not ſo much to decide as 
compoſe the controverſie. 0#rs though a Monarchy, calls 
in both the Competitors of Monarchy, to it's aſfiſtance, 
and makes uſe of what is uſeful both inDemocracy and Ari- 
ſtocracy, and rejedts what 15 not, and ſo makes up oxe Go- 
vernment of them all three 3 and this oze ſo compounded 
is better, and more conducing to the beſt ends of Go- 
vernment, than any of the #hree diſtindly taken. To 
the high commendation of it, we have the ſuffrage of a 
late able States-man, Philip Comines, who declares, that 
amongſt all the Seigniories in the World, Exeland was 
the Country,where the State was belt ordered, and where 
there was the leaſt violence and oppreflion upon the 
People. 

And to compleat the praiſes of o#r Government, and 
our rejoycings under it, we may ſay of England as Joſe- 
phus did of Iſrael, Dens in Iſracle non tam Monarchian: 
quam Deiarchiam inſtituit. We live under a Theocracy, 
not only in the common notion, as all the whole World 
doth, that Government is God's Ordinance, and he is the 
ſupreme Potenrtate - nof only inthe notion of the Text, 
that Kings and Frinces and ſubordinate Magiltrates are 
GodsVice-gercnts, and honoured with the name of Gods: 
But for this alſo, that the Laws of this Kingdom, by 
which the government is meaſured, are fo 2greeable to 


the holy Laws of God, as if they had been given, asthe 
D Laiv 
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Law was to the Jews, immediately by God himſelf. 
We are bound alſo to Corgratulate our happineſs, in 
you, My Lords, and the reft of the honourable and Lear- 
ned Judges of the Land, who twice by the year bring the 
Execution of the Laws and the Adminiſtration of juſtice 
evento our own dooresz where juſtice may be molt duly 
executed, and with leaſt charge to the People. We ac- 
knowledge this a happy kind of Polytheiſm, that we have 
ſo many gods, as the Text ſtiles you, placed on our Trj- 
bunals,to whom we are to-pay, though not divize, yet ſuch 
civil worſhip, as is dueto thoſe eminent Perſons, whom 
God has ſet upon his own ſeat, and towhom he hath com- 
mitted the care and protection of his People. 
2 We will bring our ſelves up to a juſt vereration of the 
Perſons and Authority of our Magiſtrates, and reſolve to 
obey their Commands and ſubmit to their ſentence ; that 
our eſteem, love, fear, of them, may bear proportion to- 
that relation God hath taken them up unto himſelf. The 
name of God put upon them makes their Perſons and 
their Office ſacred; and ought to ſecure their Perſons 
from all injuries, affronts, aſſaults, and their Office from be- 
ing invaded by any; Curſe not the King, no not inthy 
thought, Eccl. 40. 20. The ſafety of the Supreme Ma- 
Liſtrate ts there provided for : And curſe not the rich (viz. 
the ſubordinate Magiſtrate) in thy bed-chamber, for a bird 
af the ayr ſhall carry the wvoyce, and that which has wings 
fat ell the matter. Angelus it volans in aere cali ———- 
So the Chaldee Paraphraſe. Magiftratesare declared gods, . 
and Angels are at their ſervice, to make timely diſcoveries 
of moſt ſecret conſpiracies againſt them. 

Crimen leſe Majeſtatis was by the Roman Laws of high- 
eſt nature 3 And toaſlault the Perſoz, and reſiſt the Pow- 
er of the Magiſtrate, is in the ſenſe of the Text, to fight 
againſt God.. Philo 
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Phzlo de legibus doth greatly aggravate the Sin of Mur- 
der, becauſe it's commited againſt a perſon made aſter 
God's own Image. It's called, ſays he, 'a»4g99iz, but it is 
ise9vaic, Kat iregmvarey 1 weyirn, Ion Thy & xioun flnudToy L axmaalar, 
iv bry iegymeemionggy 74 $roerNonegy fig dvIparre, It is S acriledge. 
and the greateſt Sacriledge, becauſe there 1s nothing of 
all the moſt precious poſleſſions in the World fo Sacred 
and ſo like unto God as man 1s, The aggravation of the 
{1n would be carried much higher, if committed upon 
the perſon of the Magiſtrate, tor ſo it is Otoporia Deicide, 
a killing of one advanced to the ſtile of God. 

To depole Magiſtracy it ſelf, by falſe opinion, as they 
do, who hold it unlawful for a Chriſtian to bear the ot- 
fice of a Magiſtrate, and, that Chriſtians need no other 
Laws than thoſe of Christ, and no other King than King 
Feſus,is a Kind of Speculative Civil Atheiſm; and to put 
ſuch fond opinions in praCtiſe, 1s PraFical Civil Atheiſm 3 
and to ſet up others in competition with the lawful Ma- 
giſtrate is Civil 1dolatry. For Magiſtrates are gods, not 
Nuncupative onely, having the ame of God and no more, 
but Geds indeed, hes with the authority of God, and 
armed with his power, to governthe World. 

This ſhould givea check to all aſpiring minds, and put 
a ſtop toall ſeditious councels, and rebellious practices. 
The charge Moſes brings againſt Corah and his ſeditious 
company, i*, That they were gathered together against the 
ys the ſame is juſtlyto be brought againſt all ſeditious 
and rebellious perſons, that riſe up againſt their lawful 
Prince. 

And ſeeing Rulers are called Gods, the Devil is an unfit 
Inſtrument, and wicked artifices are undue means, to ad- 
vance any perſon to any, eſpecially ſupreme, Authority. 


The Devil's counſel and afhiſtance, to make 2a» equal 
D 2 with 
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with God, ſucceeded ill to the Protoplaſts ; for in ſtead of 
being advanced to equality with God,the y were /evelled 
with the Devil, both in $i» and Miſery. 

But if any ambitious Spirits ſhall try the experiment, 
and proper; where they owetheir advancement, there 
they will pay their homage: Such will prove, if gods, thoſe 
of the /ower Region, DiabolicalDeities, to torment, opprels, 
tyrannize over the People. 

An. now, 1g Lords, and you Gentlemen of the Magiſtra- 
cy, the matter requires, that I make my Application to you, 
as to the Perſons treated of in the Pſalzz, and advanced 
ia the Text. 

But I ſhould tranſgreſs the limits of my ow» duty, 
ſhould I take upon me to admoniſh you of yours. For 
though I ſtand here in the place of God, and am of thoſe 
who.are Ambaſſadors for Chrift, and might therefore uſe 
great boldneſs of Speech : yet I muſt remember, the Text 
advances you much higher, and ranks you with God him- 
ſelf; and ſo.ſets you tar above the reach of my Inſtructi- 
ONs. 

AsT have therefore, wy Lords and Gentlemen, by war- 
rant and authority of the Text, ſet you 1n the place of 
God, I ſhall addreſs unto youas unto Gods, in behalf of 
my ſe]f and this People, with our humble Petitions and 
Sur plications, That you will be Gods tous, to defend us in 
our ja? rights, both Religions and Civil, to execute ju- 
ſtice and judgment, for the preſervation of Trath and 
Peace amongſt us: 

Religion 18 the chief thing in oureſteerm, and muſt have 
the firit place in our Petition. Civil atfaires will ſucceed 
better, when Religious are firſt ſecured. Nan I mp} 
Seloy emplacia. 5, Ante omnia ſit tibi cura rerum divinarum 3, 
was a Maxime 1a the Politicks of the Heathen. 

We 
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We call not for Innovations in Religion, but for the 
Preſervation of it, asnow by Law eſtabliſhed, being fully 
ſatisfied 1n it, both as t o Swjiartials, and Circumſtantials, 
The Dodtrine, Diſcipline, Government, and Ceremonies 
of this Church of Englard, are apreeable to che Holy 
Scriptures : And Reliejon 1s1n no Gor Church, profeſied 
in greater purity than in this of ors 5 and 1215, ſome of 
the Revercnd Fathers of our Church, eminent for P:cty 
and Learning, have, to the Glory of cur Ciurw, declared 
dying. 

That the Trne, Reformed Chriiiian Religion, #+it isnow 
by Law eſtabliſhed in this Kingi.om, be preſerved and 
we be proteFed and incouraged 1a the proſeſſron and praFice 
of it, 1s our earneſt Petitio. 

Our bleſſed Saviour, m ki« Perſonal {ufferings, was cru- 
cified betwixt two Tkeives - wit they were only ſfferers 
with him, not a&ors in his ſufi. rings, Now in his Myſt-- 
cal Body the Church, he ſuffers betwixt two forts of 
People, which, had they power, | fear, ſcarce cither of 
them would deſerve 2 ſofter name : and theſe are nor juf- 
ferers with Chriſt, but a@ors1n his Sutferings. The one 
/ort are thoſe, who by their many corrupt and erroneous 
Jodrines, complained of, and not reformed, did force our 
Fore-Fathers touſe ſuch lawful meanes as the Conſtitu- 
tion of this Kingdom pur into their hands to rcform Rehi- 
gionand to depart fromtheir Communic. 

The other are thoſe, who, like unskilful Phy ficians, 
never leave purging, till, with the Corrupt humor of the- 
body, they take away the Life alſo. 

Theſe without any lawful Axthority, or any. pret-nſe 
thereto, withdraw from our Communion, becavſe as 
they.think, we have not withdrawa far cnough frum the 


Church of Rome. 
Tieſe 
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Theſe two Fa#jons, though diſtant from each other in 
their þeads; holding opmions ditſonant if not contrary : 
yet, like Sampſor's Foxes, are joyned together by the 
tayles, to draw lighted firebrands into our CErch and 
State, todeſtroy both. 

They are, like Herod and Pilate, enemies to each other, 
but eaſily made friends, to become, both, greater enemies 
againſt Chriſt. 

The latter take their meaſures for their Confidences 
and Inſolences, from the growing hopes of the fermer, by 
whom they arc thought to have been at firſt formed, and 
now ſecretly abetted. So that if the oxe be held within 
due bounds, the other is not like to prove a dangerous 
Enemy. 

The Papiſts are the more formidable Enemy, as having 
a ſettled Church, under a government, and being coun- 
ſelled and aided by men of great parts, Learning and Inte- 
reſts, and large Conſcience; and chiefly from that pre- 
tenſe they have to Jariſd:Fion in this Kingdom, of which 
they make great uſe, to gain Proſelytes and to hold weak 
Converts. 

« A fatal thing it has been ( as a perſon of learning and 
<« honour obſerves to the City of Rowe, to uſurp over 
© the World; firſt, by holding in a temporal ſubje&ion, 
<all the Countries of her neighbour Princes ; fince, by 
«bringing into thraldom the Hearts and Conſciences of 
« Chriſtians. Firlt, by intruding upon the inheritance of 
© men, then by encroaching upon the heritage of Chriſt's 
© own purchaſe. 

To ſpeak of the ns of the Biſhop of Rome, 
would be too long a diſcourſe to infert here, and too 
- great a digreſſion from the matter before us ; Ile one! 

ſay this. The Title of Univerſal Biſhop of hBChurch, 


WAS 
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was given to the Bilhop of Rome, by an Emperor, who 
aſcended the Throne by treaſon and murder, and made 
that Biſhop ( although the Title had been lately not on- 
ly diſclaimed but bitterly declaimed againſt, by his almoſt 
immediate Predeceſlor ) Head of the Church, that he 
might abett and aſfiſt him, who had made himſelf Head of 
the State. 

And for his JuriſdiGion in Exglaad, it was gotten, 
partly by intra{ic and »ſurpation, and partly by impoſing 
upon the facile natyre of ſome in high place, which hav- 
ing been, 1n ſeveral agesſince, complained of and declar- 
ed againſt, wasat laſt juſtly caſt out, not by Popular fury 
and fa#jon,but by the deliberate Connſel of piousand learn- 
ed Divines in Convocation afſembled, by the expreſs 
Authority of the King then reigning and ratified by the 
three Eſtates in Parliament. : 

The ProteFion we crave againſt theſe men, is not a- 
gainſt their arguments, but their cyne/ties. They do, with- 
ont cauſe, complain of our ſangrinary Laws againſt them ; 
but we have too wwch cauſe to complain of their ſangui- 
nary DoFrines, which as occaſion has ſerved, have been 
put in practiſe, dy barbarous and ſavage cruelties againſt 
1s. We know in what account the reformed Chriſtian 
{itands with them, and how perſons ſo reputed, are dealt 
with by them which makes us juſtly dread the thoughts 
of coming again under their power, and to beg of you, 
my Lords, that Protection. which the Law provides for 


US. 
If: they (hall pleaſe to call this Perſecution ( as they are 
apt enough to cry out, not, as we ſay, before they are hurt- 
but if they may not burt us, ) and to call that, Perſecy, 
tion againſt them, when their hands are tyed, that they 
cannot 
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cannot perſecute us, we are content, ſo far to be reputed 
Perſecnters. | 

Asto the cauſe of Religion, we defire you, to uſe the Ci- 
vil Sword to protect us of the Clergy, in the Profefhion and 
Exerciſe of it, no, further than we ſhall be able, through 
the grace of God, to ule. the Sword of the Spirit,to de- 
tend the Doctrine of it. againſtall adverſaries whatſoever, 

We are ſo well aſſured of the goodneſs of our Canſe, 
and have of late been ſo well awakened by the inſolencies 
of our adverſaries, that the weapons of our ſpiritual 
warfare, that before lay inthcir ruſt, when no adverſary 
appeared, are now furbiſhed up, and appear able to de- 
tend us. But againſt their cunning contrivances, and ſe- 
cret con(piracies,. againſt their bloody maflacres and o- 
pen violences, we have no means to defend our ſelves; 
onely our Prayers are unto God, who is a God of truth, 
and delights in the ſafety of thoſe that ſtand up for the 
trath . Our Prayers are alſo unto you, whom God hath 
{tiled Geds, under your ſhelter we betake our ſelves. Um- 
bre Principis eſt umbra Dei, Sothe Arabick Proverb: Un- 
der your ſhadow we hope to be ſake. You are Gods, not 
Titular gods, who have the name of God and nothing elle, 
but T»telar Gods, to whom our defence ana ſafety is com- 
mitted. t 

There is another ſort of People yet remaining, who 
area diſhonour to Religion, and hinderers of it, both in 
the publick exerciſe and pious praCtiſe : I mean the Atheiſt 
and Profare ; Iput them together, for they both live 
without God in the World : the 9e, impudently with his 
mouth, the other Sinfullyin his heart and life, iays, There is 
0 God. 
The emptineſs of our ſeats in our ſolemn aſſemblies pro- 


ceeds chiefly from theſe mens contempt of the any Or- 
man s- 
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dinances of God, The greateſt profanations of the 
Lord's day are from theſe. 

The ancient Heathens, not underſtanding that the 
Sabbatical reft was. appointed, not to ſatisfie the fleſh with 
caſe and ſloth, but to make way for work of x higher na- 
ture and greater concern, to be performed by the whole 
man, derided the I»ſtitut ion of the Sabbath. And Sene- 
ca, asSt. Auguſtine obſerves, doth unjuſtly accuſe the Jew- 
iſþ Sabbath,as depriving men of the ſevexth part of . their 
time ;z and as devoting that to idleneſs which might be 
profitably ſpent in their lawful employments : and, asif 
the God of the Jews, wearicd our with his ſix dayes la- 
bourin creating «&e World, did devote the ſeventh day 
to his eaſe and refreſhment. 

Our modern Heathens, by their looſe obſervance of the 
Lord's day, ſeem of the ſame opinion with the Ancient, 
while they either grudg torhaveit give intermiſſion to 
their ſecular affaires, or elſe ſpend it wholly in ſloth and 
carnal pleaſures. 

Your ſeverer Eye, wy Lords, upon theſe perſons, might 
happily caſt an awe upon them, to ſpend the Lord's day, 
with zeore conſcience, or atleaſt /eſs ſcandal. 

Our Givil rights come next into our thoughts, and pre- 
ſent themſelves to yox, my Lords,in our Petition,, that Ju- 
ſtice be adminiſtred, for the preſerving to every man his 
right in poſſeſſion, and the recovering it, where he is 
diſſeized. 

And here all perſons concerned in this Court, . either 
in bringing any Casſe to tryal, or in preparing it for judg- 
ment, are to be earneſtly requeſted, that they do what 
truth and Joffice requires of them. 

You that bring the aijox, do not bring trivial matters 
before. my Lords. the Judges; or; they fig, on the nuns] 

O 
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of the great God. . Do ttot move vexavios Fxifs, to di(- 
ujet your neighbour without Cauſe. The Lewis good, as 
apofhe ys of the Law of God, if '« mar n/6#t law- 
fob, tiathely, to preſerve or recover his Jult right. Do 
not bring an = Caxfe, tm hopes of good ſucceſs, either 
cheough the wi and eloquence of your Councel, or 
favourablene6 of your Jury, not to-mentron any other 
more Sigiſter micanes; ' For ar av Angel of God, ſo is my 
Lord the King v0 diſcern good tnd bed : nnd, ny Lord i wiſe 
according to the wiſdowof an Angel; thisis ſad of David, 
and may be applied to-otherr, whom God hath placed on. 
the ſeat of Juſtice. 

Ic would make much for the honour of the long Robe, 
and give check to contentious Spirits, if the Learzed 
Conncel would'refuſe the Petronage of 'fach Canſes, as ap- 
pear unto ther thanifeſtly bad. I do beheve ſome-canſes, 
are- dedined by 'thoſe worthy Perſons, apon this very 
a06wUNt, becatife their inregrity and ' genervas -minds, 
will not ſuffer their choyce parts, and great accodmplifſh- 
ents ern ry eloquence, to-ihgage againſt the 


aath, leaſt they d(erve too happily to bear down. 
2 Righteous Ounft , bo EIS =, | 
Ant many times whete Perſons of 'Drtegrity and worvh 


are retemed in »wviyhtronr Cauſes; the Dlarke way Jiiſtly 
be —_— the Ch6#?, who out” 'of '/irartta} partia 
to-himſelf, micGeports his Cuvſe, and pursfirch a diſpuiſe- 
upon it, that the blemiſhes of it are not ſeen by his Corn- 
cel. He drelates his cave before his Caſe! as before his 
Jwdye; tot 8s the petfon who: towo;/e him init, but 
as to liith, who tb give Scptence upbtitt, 


| Witneſſes have a (ingiflat uſtfaicſ tn judicial” x. 
mgs. If they nate, ahd atteſt what is Alſe; they 
axe «tt ndevrvidable obGirabtiondy juſtice: Judgment'pro- 


ceeds 
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cecds ſecmndum Allegata et Probeta : it's the proof that 
gives weight to the allegation 5 and that Iyes upon the 
witue/ſes.If they give falſe evidence, the very nature of the 
thing is thereby changed 3a beirg is given to that which 
* not, and taken away from that which z-. For in Cour: s 
of Judicature, the appearence is More than the eſſence 3 
LHnod non apparet mon eft; and What is made appear, 
though by falſe evidence,is ſuppoſed and adjudged to be, 
Therefore falſe witneſſes do, in the Prophets Expreſſion, 
Juſtifie the wicked, and take away the righteouſneſs of the 
righteons from him. 

Jurors are as much coucerned as any, in the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, and therefore muſt be addreſſed toin our 
requeſt. The Law takes them for good and /awfu! men, 
and if we make them participants in the ſtile of the Text, 
though in the loweſt degree, we advance them much 
higher, and they indeed arethe judges in all caxſes: though 
they fit not on the Seat, yetdo they the Office of theFudge; 
They bring to the Ber, that ſentence which the Fudge pro- 
nounces on the Bexch. ; 

Alike yourſelves, like men of rep»te, asmen advan- 
ced to great employment and truſt, The lives and eftates 
of others are in your hands; ſtand upon your credit, 
and do nothing baſe and unworthy. 

Look notnow upon your ſelves as you are in your pri- 
vate capacity, but what you are in your pmblick employ- 
went., You are ſummoned hither upon the credit of 
your abilities,and mregrity ; you are impannelled into Ju- 
ries, and ſo made es, in matters criminal, betwixt the 
King and his People 3 in matters C3vi/, betwixt man and 
man : ſhew yourſelves, in your preſent ſeryice, perſons 
worthy of ſuch eredit and ſuch raft, | 
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_ Here areno rgd mmm, No wrte perions, as in Comick 
affaires, whoſe bare appearance on the 8tage is their whole 
ſervice, | Theſe judiciary proceedings areſolemn aftions; 
every perſon employed: has his neceſlary uſe. | Here are 
not Twelve men impannelled; that Eleven of them may 
ſtand as Ciphers, and the Fore-nan do the whole ſervice; 
He for order and decency ſpeaks, but it is the Sertence 
of the whole Jury, not his own ſingle. judgment. 

Jurors and Witneſſes are both under ſtrongeſt obligati- 
ons to diſcharge their duty, They are Sworn in the pre- 
ſence, in the name, and to the ſervice of God, whoisa 
righteous God, * You are all of you totakethat Oath ſ0- 
[emnly, with underſtanding, conſideration, reverence, and 
- ſolution toobſerve it, and not onely as athing done in 
coarſe and out of cuſtome. Witneſſes are bound by Oath, 
togive evidence: according to the truth ſo far as they 
know, ;and, F#rors. to give ſentence - according ..to 
their evidence. Neither the ozenor the other , muſt be 
byalled by ſiniſter affe@iong or: exds, but both make it their 
buſineſs, that right may be done; the oe that truth appear; 
the other, that it. preveil.. + 1 

, Neither ſhalt  thpy countenance 4. poor man in his cauſe, 
Exod. 23. -3, Gqd doth not.give:this Command, to-caſt 
the poor out of the proteQion: and. careof the Law, and 
ta expoſe them ,to- oppreſſion without: remedy, (tor the 
gracious God delights:to be; the helper of the helpleſs ) 
But that the:xer3ts of. the: caqſe, and not the zeceſſuties of 
the Peron be, looked 1; 5p T3 -4rivdt]oy agys intra vj. 1xles. 
Here is required, ſays Phils, an inflexible rigour and inex- 
orableneſs againſt fupplicatipns- from the poor, and com- 
miſerations in our ſelyes.of them, b 

And if not the Crigs:of the poor, which are the moſt 
| powerful charms, if #bz/e muſt not prevail topervert = 

& -v ice 
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ſtice, then much leſs any thing elſe, as fear, favour, hopes 
of reward, If God will noc have juſtice obſtructed, for 
the fake of -his greateſt favourite much leſs will he, for 
any man elle, 

Non ornabis cauſamejus phaleratis verbis: the precept, 
thus gloſſed on,ſeems cheifly directed to theConncel: they 
muſt not, by witty inſinuations and eloquent language, 
put a faire colour upon a for! cauſe, no not when a poor 
man's concern 1s Hr it, and by that means baftle the H#it- 
eſſes, and blind the eyes of the Jury. 

Thereis no reſpe# of _—_— with God, nor muſt there 
be with you, who bring the cauſes of mer before thoſe, 
that (it on the Tribunal of God.. Gifts and hopes of re- 
ward are great preverters of Juſtice, and muſt be ayoyd- 
cd by you as Snares caſt in your way. 

In Criminals, be very tender of the lives of men, Let 
IVitneſſes be well aflured,that it is the truth onely, and not 
any wayes aggravated, which they give in evidence; and 
Jurors that they have ſufficient, clear evidence, for ſuch 
tentence as touches life. 

Yet, becauſe the life of- the offender is at ſtake, let nor 
fond pitty move the Witneſſes to ſuppreſs, or the Jurors to 
oppreſs the truth. ; 

Puniſhment is oftentimes medicinal, and reclaimes ma- 
tefactors ; but if the medicine proves(o Sharp as to kill the 
patient, ve uſually hits of another happy <ffe&, and be- 
comes an Antidote to many. 

Oneill effeCt of ford pitty 1s thisz what ispitty towards 
one, is cruelty both to him, and many more: lt juſtifies 
himin his ſin, and multiplies the number of offenders, 
and their outrages upon the perſons and eſtates of the in- 
nocent. For he that comes off well upon an inditement 
for Felony, or Murder, or any other crime, will be ready 
to: 
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to paſs es favourable a ſentence himſelf, as his 

| has done, and fo inſtead of ke, he juſtifies ent 
{elf in his fin 5 and in bopesto find his rext Jury as kind 
as the preſent, he runs into like wicked Courſes, and draws 
in others into confederacy with him. There is another 
thiag'yet, — - this matter : —_— ſhall, as 
a falſe witneſs or perjured Juror, acquit a guilty perſon wit- 
tingly, belides tha he Jo ding nn 4. to the 
righteous God, juſtifie the wicked , he makes himfelf a real 
great offender, to make the walefaFor. ſeem an innocent 
perſon : he makes himſelf guilty of perjury, to acquit 
the other of his theft, or other Crime. 

But being defired, wherel might have been Commanded, 
to be ſhort, I will no longer detain this Honourable and 
great aſſembly, from the important ſervice that attends 
them. 

I ſhall now make my humble addreſs to Almighty God, 
That he who has called you, my Lords, by his own name, 
ſet you on his own throne, and employed you in his own 
work, would be graciouſly pleaſed, to prote@, dire#, and 
proſper you, in theſe your great affaires: And that he 
willalſo ſo guide and 'over-rule the Body of this Connty, 
met here this day to affiſt yourLordſhips in the adminiſtr a- 
tion of Juſtice, that every one may carry themſelvesin 
their ſeveral employments at this Afſezer, with that dili- 
gence and faithfwineſs, as thoſe who are to give an account 
of all, at the /aft and great 4ſfezes, where Chrift himſelf ſhall 
fit upen the Throne of Judgment. 
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